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Detailed Experience

Log ID 1663

Company Name City of Hamilton
Position Title Planner Il

Supervisor Name Al Fletcher

Supervisor Telephone 905-546-2424, ext. 5802
Supervisor Email arfletch@hamilton.ca

OPPI Sponsoring Member Al Fletcher

OPPI Sponsoring Member 905-546-2424, ext. 5802
Phone

Experience Dated From 07/01/2004
To 05/17/2005

Experience Description From July 2004 through to the present (May 2005) | have worked as a Planner I
with the City of Hamilton Planning and Development Department, Development and Real Estate
Division. In my second year in this position, | have had the opportunity to handle increasingly more
complex applications, face new challenges such as appearing before the Ontario Municipal Board, and
expand my area of planning to include rural areas in addition to the urban and suburban areas | had
previously dealt with.

In the summer of 2004, the Development and Real Estate Division realigned the geographic boundaries
of the Development Planning Teams. This had the effect of increasing the geographical area of my
Team to include not only the former City of Hamilton (predominantly urban), but also to include the
former municipalities of Dundas, Ancaster and Flamborough, a large portion of which is rural and
agricultural land. This has provided me the opportunity to expand my planning knowledge to include
rural planning issues such as rural servicing, land severances, and more recently, interpretation of the
Provincial Greenbelt legislation. | have become familiar with the Rural and Agricultural policies of the
Official Plans of the three former municipalities, and have learned to interpret there additional Zoning
By-laws.

Within the past year | have had the opportunity to handle increasingly more complex planning
applications. | have been assigned larger and more complex files by my Senior Project Manager,
particularly dealing with Draft Plans of Subdivision. | have co-ordinated the processing of these
applications through pre-consultation, Open House, application review, report preparation and
recommendation, and Public Meeting of the Planning and Economic Development Committee. On
several of my files, the applicant has held a neighbourhood Open House to meet with the public, and |
have had the opportunity to represent the City at these meetings. Working on these files has allowed
me to learn a great deal about all aspects of land development and has given me confidence in dealing
with the public, applicants and land owners throughout the process.

In addition to handling more complex files, within the past year (October 2004) | had my first
experience as a Planner at the Ontario Municipal Board. | was the Planner for the City in a hearing for a
minor variance that was denied by the Committee of Adjustment, and not supported by planning staff,
and subsequently appealed by the applicant. While | was admittedly a little nervous beforehand, my
first experience at the OMB went very well, and has increased my confidence going into my next
hearing. | am currently in the stages of preparing for another hearing next month, which entails
preparing the planning excerpts and mapping for my document book, and reviewing relevant policies
for my evidence.

Also within the past year | have had the opportunity to expand my responsibilities to include other

http://www .ontarioplanners.on.ca/oppi admin/frm logsubmission/frm logsubmission.asp?fn=... 25/08/2005



OPPI Designation Management Page 2 of 2

projects that do not relate directly to development applications. | am the representative for my Section
on an inter-departmental Committee formed to facilitate the development of a major project for the
City - the McMaster Innovation Park. Sitting on this Committee is exciting because it provides me an
opportunity to work on a long-term project with the collaboration of several City Departments.

| have also recently started working on a Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) Development Control
Re-alignment exercise, which will establish municipal zoning over an area of Ancaster that will no
longer be under NEC Development Control. This project provides an interesting bridge between policy
and development, and has given me an opportunity to work closely with planners at the NEC.

Overall, in the past year, | have had a number of opportunities to grow as a Planner and tackle new and
exciting planning issues. | have had new experiences, such as appearing at the OMB and representing
my Department at Open Houses and Committee meetings, which have increased my confidence in my
planning opinion. | look forward to continuing to tackle increasingly more complex planning applications
and issues in the future.

Validation Details

Status Reviewed

Total Months Required 24

Number of Validated Months 10

Comments from District Recommend validation of full 10 months. Excellent log! You should take
Membership Subcommittee the online Exam A Prep Course then apply to sit Exam A.
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